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Private Perfin Forerunners 
by Bob Medland 

This article was published in the July 2016 Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of the HPS and the author. 

 The Editor’s summary of ‘perfins’ in the March edition of 

the Newsletter (p.25) prompts me to add a further short note. This 

is a fascinating area of philately and postal history, particularly in 

how post authorities handled the security requirements of commer-

cial organisations before – and after – the introduction of franking 

machines provided a more efficient system. 

 Prior to the use of perfins being authorised by the Post 

Office a few companies were already security-marking the front of 

their stamps with small rubber cachets or hand-stamps. Ten 

varieties, produced by seven companies, are listed in Martin Baer’s 

excellent ‘CH Perfins’ catalogue of 1998. They were used between 

1870 and 1938 and according to the catalogue can be quite 

valuable, especially if they are still on cover. 

 Some years ago I came across one of the earliest examples 

(see illustration) which caused me a lot of confusion until I realised 

its origin. The letters G.V. are within an oval, struck on a 30c 

Sitting Helvetia stamp. The hand-stamp is in Prussian-blue so could easily be missed against the matt-

ultramarine shade of the stamp which was additionally struck with the Winterthur cds on 28th September 

1872. The user company was Gebrüder Volkart AG of Winterthur who were importers of tea, coffee, cotton 

and other goods from India and Ceylon (Sri Lanka). Whilst no longer owned by the family the company still 

produces the Volcafe brand of coffee and was instrumental in the founding of the Museum of Photography 

in Winterthur. 
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Triple Play! 
This spring, AHPS members have combined for 

three Grand Awards in stamp shows: 

 In late March at the St. Louis Stamp Expo, 

Mike Peter won the Grand Award for his ex-

hibit "Swiss Registered Mail 1795-1863" 

 In early May at the PIPEX Stamp Show in 

Portland, OR, Roger Heath won the Grand 

Award for his exhibit " Swiss Flexible-head 

Razor Cancellers" 

 In late May at the Rocky Mountain Stamp 

Show in Denver, George Struble won the 

Grand Award for his exhibit "SCADTA Mail 

from and to Switzerland" 

Congratulations, all! 

 

 

 

 

Philatelist's Psalm 
Stamp collecting is my hobby; 

I shall not be bored. 

It maketh me to do research on far places. 

It maketh me to correspond with odd people. 

It keepeth me alert. 

It leadeth me into areas of understanding 

for curiosity's sake. 

Though I live through a winter 

of inclement weather, I will fear no boredom, 

for my stamps are with me. 

They provide me a means of escaping 

from the tensions of my responsibilities. 

They fill my house with books. 

My cash runneth lower. 

Surely interest and knowledge shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

And I will be listed 

in the ranks of the philatelists forever. 

This psalm is reprinted with permission from the Hinges 
and Tongs, newsletter of the Rochester Philatelic Asso-
ciation, Feb-Apr 2016.  It has appeared a number of 
times in various places over several decades. 

 

 

Good to Know! 

Grilled Paper (1933 – 1940) 
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in January 2013 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 The Helvetia – Tellboy – Tell and Shield Definitives (also contemporary Airmails, Postage Dues and 

others) appear from 1932 onwards on GRILLED PAPER (see previous article on grilled gum vs. grilled pa-

per, reprinted in TELL in March 2017) to help avoid curling of stamp sheets. The grill was a device to gen-

tly break up the gum surface of stamp sheets by impressing a pattern of horizontal and vertical 

indentations. There are about seven or eight pin impressions per 5 mm in horizontal and in vertical direc-

tion, but there can be some irregularities, and on some stamps the impression is weaker than on others 

with only some of the pins showing.   (Continued on page 15) 

 

 

 
The Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 
Is the reference in all matters related to Swiss Postal Stationery. Please visit our 
website  www.ganzsachen.ch or write to our secretary : Ulrich Fehlmann, Mün-
stergasse 1, CH 3011 Bern, email: ulrich.fehlmann@outlook.com 
 
Our big exhibition GABRA VI  is organized in Burgdorf, from 29.09. to 01.10.2017. 
 

 

http://www.ganzsachen.ch/
mailto:ulrich.fehlmann@outlook.com
http://www.ganzsachen.ch/seiten/GABRAVI2017.html


July 2017   3   TELL  

The Same and yet Not the Same 
by Roberto Lopez 

This article was published in the SBZ of 9/2016, and is published here with the gracious consent of the 
SBZ and the author.  The translation is by George Struble. 

Those interested in traditional philately and to destinations must, whether they want to or 

not, pay attention to postage rates.  The rates in force are not always easy, and without a 

resource like the work by Richard Schäfer (Der Briefpostverkehr Schweiz-Ausland 1459-

1907), it can all get quite complicated. 

 With the introduction of the UPU on July 1, 1875, the task became easier.  We distinguish countries 

AI, AII, and AIII: 

 AI Member countries of the UPU in Europe 

 AII Overseas members of the UPU 

 AIII Nonmembers of the UPU 

 Why all this introduction and why this title?  I'm coming to that.  First I must show you the two co-

vers that started all this. 

 

 The two letters began their trip in Basel, transiting Naples for Yokohama.  Both covers were 

franked at 40 cts.  Both were provided a 25-ct Standing Helvetia (Z. 67Aa) and a 10-ct Cross and Numeral 

(Z. 61Aa).  The first difference is found in the 5-ct Cross and Numeral; on the first cover (Fig. 1) there is a 

Z. 54a; on the second (Fig. 2) there is a Z. 60Ab. 

 The more important difference: Japan became a UPU member on June 1, 1877, and was thus an 

AII country (overseas UPU members).  The rate of 40 cts. was in effect from August 1, 1881 to May 31, 

1883.  From June 1, 1883, the rate was reduced to 25 cts. 

       AI  AII  AIII 

      Aug. 1, 1881 to May 31, 1883  25 cts  40 cts  50 - 135 cts 

      June 1, 1883 to Aug. 31, 1884  25 cts  25 cts  75 cts 

 The postmark on the first cover is dated Basel September 15, 1882; the postage is therefore correct.  

The second cover also departed from Basel, but on June 8, 1883.  Eight days earlier, the rate reduction had 

gone into effect but the sender paid 40 cts. nevertheless, probably because the postal clerk was not yet up 

to date on the changes. 

 The franking combination of the first letter was thus possible only from April 2, 1882 to May 31, 

1883, therefore for 14 months.  The first cover is thus relatively rare, but the second, which should have 

cost only 25 cts., is still rarer.  Have fun looking for one! 

 

  

Wanted to trade or buy World War I 

Swiss military stamps.  LEONARD 

PURCELL lppbusmex@hotmail.com or 

210 7015646. 
 

AHPS members may publish two free 1-inch 1-

column non-commercial ads in TELL each year.  

Some members take this benefit in the form of 

one 2-inch ad.  Send your text to the editor. 

mailto:lppbusmex@hotmail.com
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 Touring Switzerland through its  

Pictorial Cancels – Aarberg 
by Richard T. Hall 

 Aarberg is located in Canton Bern 

northwest of Bern (Figure 1) midway be-

tween Bern and Biel/Bienne.  It lies at 1493 

feet along the Aare river (Figure 2) on what 

was once an island in the river prior to the 

construction of the Hagneck canal and the 

damming of the Little Aar.  With a popula-

tion of 4085 (as of December 2011), Aarberg 

today is a far different town than it was pri-

or to the 19th century. 

 As mentioned above, the town was 

originally an island in the Aar river and was 

the site of a key river crossing.  As early as 

1138 there was a bridge over the river in 

Aarberg.  Established as a city by Count 

Ulrich III of Neuchâtel between 1220 and 

1225, he ruled from a castle he built as the seat of 

government. In the 14th century it lay along one of 

the most important trade routes in the region.  Af-

ter fires in 1419 and 1477 the town was rebuilt 

around a central plaza.  The postcard shown in Fig-

ure 3 gives a view of this plaza.  In 1377-79, the 

current Count, Peter von Aarberg, sold the town to 

Bern.  The Bernese bailiff resided in the castle.  The 

castle was destroyed and a church built on the site 

in 1575, replacing an earlier church built in 1484.  The present castle (now the seat of the town govern-

ment) was built at the end of the 17th century as the seat of the Landvogt (Figure 4). 

 
Fig. 1.  Aarberg in Switzerland 

 
Fig. 2.  Detail of the Aarberg region 

 
Fig. 3.  Postcard showing a view of the plaza 

 
Fig. 4.  Schloss Aarberg, now the municiipal offices 
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 The bridges over the Aar were washed 

away several times in the 15th and 16th centuries.  

The existing bridge dates from 1567-1568 (Figure 

5).  The presence of the bridge made Aarberg a 

hub of trade, with transport companies having 

their offices around the plaza.  The prosperity 

generated by this trade came to an end with the 

Helvetic Republic; Napoleon’s invasion of Switzer-

land in 1798 resulted in great damage to the town. 

  The coming of the railroad to the area and 

the changes to the regions rivers brought an end to 

Aarberg’s position as a trading center. The first 

railroad between Bern and Biel bypassed the 

town. The construction of the Hagneck canal di-

verted a portion of the Aar river. To survive, the 

town shifted from transportation to farming, con-

crete construction, and precision parts manufac-

turing. 

 Aarberg has had two K-cancels, the first 

of which, K 179 (Figure 6), was put into service 

on April 17, 1957, and continued to be used until 

December 1, 1965. It was replaced by K 179a 

(Figure 7), which added the mail code, on Decem-

ber 2, 1965. That cancel was replaced by 

a machine cancel (F3.193, Figure 8) on 

January 26, 1977. The two K-cancels 

show the covered bridge with the town in 

the background. The inscription on the 

K-cancels, “Einzigartiges Städtchen”, 

translates as “A Unique Little Town”. 

The machine cancel shows the same view 

of the town as seen in Figure 3. 

References 

Wikipedia, “Aarberg” 

Ernst Schlunegger, Die Motive der Schweizer Werbestempel, Schriftenreihe des Schweizerischen 

Motivsammler-Vereins Nr. 3, 1969. 

Switzerland, A Phaidon Cultural Guide, compiled by Niklaus Flüeler, Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, 

NJ, 1985. 

 
Fig.  8. F3.193 

 
Fig. 5.  The historic covered bridge over the Aar 

 
Fig. 6.  K 179 

 
Figure 7. K 179a 
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Post Office Postal Stationery Wrappers 

 of Switzerland: An Analysis of Supply and 

Demand and Postal History Aspects: Part 2  
by Dr. John K. Courtis FRPSL  

Part 1 of this article appeared in the May 2017 TELL. 

Supply of Wrappers 

 An analysis of 2,639 used wrappers of Switzerland that have been hand-collected daily from eBay 

listings since September 2003 is shown in summary form per “E” type in Table 1.  Wrapper types with the 

highest frequency of appearance account for 44% of all extant copies recorded: E10 (315), E16 (295), E25 

(203), E46 (147) and E14 (138).  By contrast there are ten types with a frequency of appearance of ten or 

less in 147 consecutive months of data-collecting with seven types with no appearance on eBay.  The early 

issues are particularly elusive and the collector would be hard-pressed to find all the varieties listed in 

Kosniowski.  On the positive side, though, a collector willing to exercise patience could have obtained copies 

of most of the different wrapper types listed on eBay during this window.  The frequency of appearance 

profile does allow for the preparation of a rarity scale based on the numbers extant.  Those wrappers with 

no or rare appearances may be some of the elusive wrappers of any country.     

 For those collectors interested in obtaining a used and uprated copy of each issue there were 805 

(30%) wrappers uprated.  All issues are represented with the exception of the first eight E type issues be-

tween 1871 and 1883 and three others with no appearance. 

Table 1: Frequency of Appearance on eBay of PO Wrappers of Switzerland,  

13+ years 

H& 

G # 

Brief Identifier Number 

listed 

Up-

rated 

Domestic 

Destina-

tion 

Non-

domestic 

1 1871 2c carmine numeral dated 20 3 71 3 0 2 1 

2 1871 5c carmine numeral dated 20 3 71 0 0 0 0 

3 1873 2c rose oval numeral  0 0 0 0 

4 1873 5c rose oval numeral 0 0 0 0 

5 1874 2c olive brown oval numeral 14 0 13 1 

6 1874 5c brown 2 0 2 0 

7 1875 2c olive brown oval numeral watermarked 0 0 0 0 

8 1875 5c brown oval numeral 13 0 4 9 

9 1883 2c black oval numeral 48x361mm 102 12 89 13 

10 1883 5c carmine oval numeral 315 53 153 162 

11 1896 2c black oval numeral 80x361mm 22 8 16 6 

12 1897 2c black oval numeral, new cross, borders 84 22 50 34 

13 1897 5c red oval numeral, new cross 68 10 41 27 

14 1899 5c green oval numeral, yellow, open at top  138 14 63 75 

15 1902 2c black oval numeral, cream, no borders 104 21 88 16 

16 1902 5c green oval numeral, cream, open sides 295 39 115 180 

16a 1902 5c green oval numeral, cream, open at top 45 3 13 32 

17 1908 2c olive yellow, T’s son, indicium upper left 1 1 0 1 
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18 1908 5c green listed in H&G but no record 0 0 0 0 

19 1907 2c olive yellow William Tell’s son, cream 57 13 48 9 

20 1908 5c green, Tell’s son, indicium upper left 50 11 23 27 

21 1907 5c green William Tell’s son, upper right 14 4 6 8 

22 1908 2c olive green, bowstring in front of shaft 40 24 23 17 

23 1908 5c green, bowstring in front of shaft 68 23 22 46 

24 1909 2c olive green, bowstring at back of shaft 86 49 53 33 

25 1909 5c green, bowstring at back of shaft 203 52 107 96 

26 1915 3c overprinted on 2c olive brown 79 34 58 21 

27 1915 3c violet, William Tell’s son  12 4 8 4 

28 1915 5c green, William Tell’s son 104 38 48 56 

29 1916 3c lilac, William Tell’s son 28 13 20 8 

30 1917 3c orange brown, William Tell’s son 74 28 55 19 

31 1921 5c overprinted on 3c violet, none recorded 0 0 0 0 

32 1921 5c on 3c orange brown William Tell’s son  40 18 20 20 

33 1921 5c red orange William Tell’s son 49 20 39 10 

34 1921 10c green bust of William Tell 31 7 12 19 

35 1924 5c red orange, price below indicium 12 8 5 7 

36 1924 10c green, William Tell, price below indicium 21 9 9 12 

37 1925 5c grey violet, son, price below indicium 34 22 22 12 

38 1927 5c red violet, son, price below indicium 57 28 35 22 

39 1928 7½c on 10c green (34) price below indicium 0 0 0 0 

40 1928 7½c on 10c green (36) price below indicium 17 8 4 13 

41 1928 7½c green, Tell’s son, price below indicium 24 14 2 22 

42 1930 5c on 7½c green, son, price below indicium  24 12 13 11 

43 1930 5c greyish green, son, price below indicium 14 11 5 9 

44 1934 5c light green, son, price below obliterated 7 4 4 3 

45 1934 5c light green, son, 90x330mm 23 14 6 17 

46 1938 5c green Edelweiss flower 147 89 54 93 

47 1948 5c brown Edelweiss flower, no text 93 52 47 46 

48 1955 5c brown text heading with two dashed 20 11 13 7 

49 1959 5c brown text heading with one dash  5 2 1 4 

 Totals 2639 805 1411 1228 

 Of perhaps more interest is the distribution of wrappers addressed to destinations other than Swit-

zerland.  The proportion of domestic destinations to non-domestic is 54-46%.  A careful analysis of each of 

the 2,639 used wrappers shows that wrappers were addressed to 63 countries and postal entities.  This 

large number represents a wide region of the world and is prima facie evidence of the importance of busi-

ness-related connections of Switzerland during the last quarter of the C19th and the first half of the C20th. 

 Postal history collectors may be interested in the 63 non-Switzerland destinations and these to-

gether with their frequency of occurrence are shown in Table 2.  Obtaining a copy of each destination would 

be a challenge especially as some destinations would be considered to be exotic such as Abyssinia (shown as 
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Fig. 5), Ivory Coast and Togo.  Approximately two-thirds of the non-domestic locations have appeared ten 

or less times in 13 years.  Single appearances were noted for 23 countries. 

Table 2: Distribution of Non-Domestic Locations on Wrappers of Switzerland 

Country No.  Country No.  Country No.  

Germany 

 

 

368 Dutch Indies 9 Bolivia 1 

USA 148 Israel 7 China 1 

France 83 Mexico 6 Czechoslovakia 1 

UK 69 India 5 Guam 1 

Sweden 56 Japan 5 Guatemala 1 

Argentina 54 Portugal 5 Hong Kong 1 

Belgium 50 Turkey 5 Ivory Coast 1 

Austria 45 Bulgaria 3 Madeira (Portuguese) 1 

Holland 40 Colombia 3 New Caledonia 1 

Finland 33 Curacao 3 New Guinea 1 

Italy 25 Monaco 3 Norway 1 

Denmark 24 Morocco 3 Panama 1 

Australia 20 Palestine 3 Persia 1 

Brazil 19 Peru 3 Sicily 1 

Chile 19 South Africa 3 Syria 1 

Canada  17 China Shanghai 2 Togo 1 

Russia 15 Liechtenstein 2 Transvaal 1 

Egypt 12 Straits Settlements 2 Trinidad 1 

Hungary 12 Uruguay 2 Tunisia 1 

Spain 12 Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 1 Venezuela 1 

Romania 10 Algeria 1 Yugoslavia 1 

     1,228 

 

Postal History Interest 

 There are a number of categories that appeal to 

different postal history interests, such as: named ships, 

customs clearance, consul markings, via directional 

markings, Cinderellas, postage due, registration, mer-

chant marks, high upratings, destinations, air mail 

usage and wrappers bearing private printing.  Not all 

of these categories can be found for Switzerland.   

 Two examples of elusive wrappers are shown as 

Illustration 6 – one of two of E1 recorded in the data-

base and the single case of E17 on yellow wove paper 

with indicium located on upper left hand side.   

  

 

  
Fig. 5: Wrapper Addressed to Addis-Abelea, Abyssenie 
(now Ethiopia) 
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 Auxiliary markings on wrappers is 

another popular area of interest.  Shown 

are examples of postage due markings, cen-

sor marking and a merchant mark.  Postage 

due is particularly interesting, representing 

underpaid postage for wrappers usually of a 

higher weight scale.  Especially collectable 

are postage due wrappers bearing adhesive 

postage dues of the incoming country.  Not 

all postage due wrappers collected the 

amount due, or at least there is no evidence 

that the sums in question were ever collect-

ed from the recipients of the delivered 

wrapper.  Fig. 6-3 shows a wrapper ad-

dressed to England, the pencil 2/10 and un-

framed T with 10 centimes in blue crayon 

and arrival handstamp 1D over I.S. O.  The 

2/10 means two printed paper rates of 10 

centimes each. 

 Other markings illustrated (6-4) are a circu-

lar purple censor handstamp on a 6.X.17 wrapper to 

Johannesburg, South Africa and a rather conspicu-

ous red hand-stamped merchant mark beneath the 

indicium (6-5).  

 Small bordered Refusal labels in three line 

green on white were applied to wrappers when the 

recipient refused to accept the article.  The wrapper 

shown as Fig. 6-6 has in addition to the label the 

manuscript Refusé and signature H. Gagg.  Presum-

ably this wrapper was returned to the identified 

sender Baessler, Drexler & Cie. 

 

 
Fig. 6-1.  Example of E1 (One of two, uncancelled) 

 

 
Fig. 6-2.  Sole example of E17 on yellow wove 

 

 
Fig. 6-3.  Example of Postage Due Assessed on Wrapper to 
England 
 

 
Fig. 6-4.  Passed Censor Purple Handstamp with Inspector’s 
Identification Number 
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 High uprated wrappers are also a popular 

area of interest.  The wrapper shown as Fig. 6-7 is 

uprated with four 5c adhesives paying 20c + 5c pre-

paid indicium = 25c, sent from Basel to Germany.  

Determining the reason for the uprating can be chal-

lenging without specific markings. 

 Other categories and items of interest are 

registered and airmail usage and multiple uncut wrappers.  While registered wrappers are not common, 

there are materials that can be conveyed in this concessionary class of mail that might warrant registra-

tion to ensure the contents reach the intended recipient, such as drawings and blueprints, manuscripts, 

photographs, insurance contracts and banking information.  Airmail usage is limited to later issues as air-

mails did not commence until the 1920s.  An example of each of registered usage (with 28c registration rate 

paid) and airmail usage are shown as Illustrations 6-8 and 6-9.  An uncut dual wrapper is shown as Illus-

tration 6-10. 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 6-5.  Merchant Mark – Sandreuter & Lang, Basel 

 
Fig. 6-6.  Refused Wrapper with Label and Manuscript Expla-
nation 

 

 
Illustration 6-7: High Uprating 20c 

 

 
Fig. 6-8.  Registered Wrapper from Gallen to München,  
Germany 
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(To be concluded in the September TELL) 

 
 

A Historical Note 
This article was published in the Helvetia Philatelic 
Society newsletter in August 1949, and in July 
2016 was reprinted there. 

 An insidious attempt at fleecing collectors 

was stopped in time by the Swiss postal authori-

ties. A “syndicate” of speculators, who, as nearer 

home, are making from time to time also Switzer-

land unsafe for philatelists, tried to ”corner” the 

total issue of the 25c U.P.U. Stamp, which ap-

peared in June. Employing a fleet of cars the 

henchmen of the syndicate visited practically every 

Swiss post office, including even small mountain 

villages and bought up every available copy of the 

stamp. Within a few days practically the whole is-

sue of this value was sold out. The idea was to 

make this stamp a sort of modern rarity and to dic-

tate the price of this stamp to both dealers and col-

lectors, who, taken by surprise, had no time to 

complete the set.  

 A few days later the shady gentlemen of-

fered sheets of the 25c. at double face to dealers – 

most of whom quite rightly refused to fall for the 

swindle and brought their case before the P.T.T. 

With commendable speed the P.T.T. ordered the 

printing of a second emission which was issued 

within a few days, and so efficiently printed that 

there was not the slightest difference in shade or 

inking from the first one. All post offices were at 

once supplied again and the speculators were left 

to hold the baby – a few hundred thousand copies 

of the 25c. which they are now trying to get rid of 

by peddling the stamps in hotels, as the value rep-

resents the postage for postcards for abroad, for 

which there is a large demand among foreign tour-

ists, who send picture cards home. In an attempt 

at getting their money back, the duped speculators 

are even offering the stamps below face, which 

punishment serves them right. Every genuine phi-

latelist will be grateful to the P.T.T.!” 

 

 
Fig. 6-9.  Airmail Usage to Jerusalem 

 
Fig. 6-10.  Unseparated Double Wrapper 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 I want to apologize for misleading you with respect to the two new items which I said were availa-

ble on the Resources section of our web site.  Due to some miscommunications they were not put up on the 

web site until just recently.  But they are there now. 

 One interesting item I found in the Geographisches Lexikon der Schweiz was a map of the United 

States giving the numbers of Swiss-born residents in each state, based on the 1900 census.  Figure 1 is 

based on the figure in the Lexikon.  The states with the highest number of Swiss-born residents are shown 

in red: California, New York, and Ohio, each having between 10,000 and 14,000 Swiss-born residents.  The 

states shown in yellow had between 5,000 and 10,000 Swiss-born residents; in green between 2,500 and 

5,000; in blue between 1,000 and 2,500; in violet between 500 and 1,000; and in grey for less than 500 

Swiss-born residents.  What is amazing is the ratio of the Swiss-born to the total population for California.  

California’s population in 1900 was only 1,485,053 which makes the Swiss-born segment about 1%.  Ohio 

and New York’s populations in 1900 were 4,157,545 and 7,268,894 respectively so the Swiss-born segment 

of their populations was much less than 1%.  

 To explain the high 

number of Swiss-born in Cali-

fornia, consider Sutter’s Mill 

and the 1849 Gold Rush.  

John Sutter was raised in 

Switzerland and emigrated to 

North America, eventually 

settling in California in the 

1830s when California was 

part of Mexico.  He was 

granted 48,827 acres along 

the Sacramento River to form 

a colony called “New Helve-

tia”.  He built the fort in 1839-

1840.  In 1848 gold was dis-

covered on his land by one of 

his employees, John Marshall.  

The rest is history.  But if you 

search the Lexikon for 

“Kalifornien” you will find 

that in the descriptions of over 40 villages in canton Ticino the phrase “Starke Auswanderung nach 

Kalifornien” (Heavy migration to California).  So apparently a goodly number of the 10,000 to 14,000 

Swiss-born residents of California in 1900 emigrated from Ticino. 

 

Here’s the latest installment of the post office closings saga. 

1.  On April 28, 2017, the post office at 1950 Sion 3 Hôpital Régional (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 1950 Sion] 

2.  On May 12, 2017, the post office at 4418 Reigoldswil (canton Basel Landschaft) was closed  

 [assumed by 4416 Bubendorf] [K-cancel K853 was last used on that date] 

3.  On May 13, 2017, the post office at 5503 Schafisheim (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5600 Lenzburg] 

4.  On May 19, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 1763 Granges-Paccot (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

 4716 Welschenrohr (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4714 Aedermannsdorf]  

  [K-cancel K768 was last used on that date] 

 
Swiss-born residents of each state, from 1900 census 
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5.  On May 20, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8915 Hausen am Albis (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8915 Hausen am Albis]  

  [K-cancel K1518 was last used on that date] 

 5322 Koblenz (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5316 Leuggern]  

  [K-cancel K530 was last used on that date after almost 47 years of service[ 

 7203 Trimmis (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7302 Landquart] 

6.  On May 27, 2017, the post office at 6945 Origlio (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6947 Vaglio] 

7.  On June 3, 2017, the post office at 6565 S. Bernardino (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 6537 Grono] [K-cancel K298c was last used on that date] 

8.  On June 9, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 1709 Fribourg 9 Beaumont (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

 6834 Morbio Inferiore (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6852 Genestrerio]  

  [K-cancel K387 was last used on that date after almost 52 years of service] 

 8864 Reichenburg (canton Schwyz) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen]  

  [K-cancel K1141 was last used on that date] 

9.  On June 10, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 2416 Les Brenets (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2400 Le Locle]  

  [K-cancel K882 was last used on that date] 

 6078 Lungern (canton Obwalden) [assumed by 6078 Lungern]  

  [K-cancel K537a was last used on that date] 

10.  On June 16, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 6454 Flüelen (canton Uri) [assumed by 6460 Altdorf]  

 [K-cancel K331a was last used on that date after almost 49 years of service] 

 1845 Noville (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1816 Chailly-Montreux] 

 3911 Ried-Brig (canton Valais) [assumed by 3900 Brig] [K-cancel K1614 was last used on that date] 

11.  On June 17, 2017, the post office at 1996 Basse-Nendaz (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 1997 Haute-Nendaz] 

12.  On June 23, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 3929 Täsch (canton Valais) [assumed by 3924 St. Niklaus] [K-cancel K504a was last used on that date] 

 3961 Zinal (canton Valais) [assumed by 3961 Grimentz]  

  [K-cancel K484 was last used on that date also after almost 49 years of service] 

13.  On June 24, 2017, the post office at 4455 Zunzgen (canton Basel Landschaft) was closed  

 [assumed by 4450 Sissach] 

14.  On July 6, 2017, the post office at 5606 Dintikon (canton Aargau) was closed][assumed by 5605 Dottikon]  

 [K-cancel K1371 was last used on that date] 

15.  On July 8, 2017, the post office at 3532 Zäziwil (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3506  

 Grosshöchstetten] [K-cancel K395 was last used on that date after over 51 years of service] 

 

A lot of K-cancels biting the dust. 
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Good to Know! 

Grilled Paper (1933 – 40) 
 (Continued from page 2)  These require a good magnifying glass to see the grill. If you find difficul-

ties in detecting the grill pattern, examine your stamps where you have light source from one single direc-

tion only, then hold your stamp upside down at a very shallow angle towards the light source and the 

indentations create minute shadows, allowing them to be seen. Alternatively, use a x5 or x10 (no stronger) 

magnifier which will make the grilling show up clearly. Some mint stamps which have a crackly gum (usu-

ally showing in a diagonal pattern) can be difficult to tell, and I have no easy answer other than careful 

examination under a good magnifier. 
 

Type Values Grill first issued Paper Notes 

Helvetia with 

Sword 

35c, 40c, 50c, 60c, 

80c, 1f 

1933 Chalky  

 70c 1934 Chalky  

Tell Boy 3c blue,  

5c deep green 

1933 Unsurfaced (gran-

ite toned) 
 

William Tell 20c carm., 30c 1932 Unsurfaced (gran-

ite toned) 
 

 15c brn, 25c brn, 

10c viol. 

1933 Unsurfaced (gran-

ite toned) 
 

Shield 90c, 1f.20, 1f.50, 2f 1933/34 Chalky Noticeably paler 

colours 

Airmails 35c+40c wing,  

1 franc 

1933 Chalky  

 25c 1934 Chalky  

 50c, 2 franc 1935 Chalky 50c greenish,  

2f paler 

 
65c, 75c 1936 Chalky 

 

 20c, 45c 1937 Chalky  

Pro Juventute 1940 5 c 1940 (only on 

“1818” misprint) 

Unsurfaced  Extremely rare 

National Fete 1938 10 c 1938 Chalky Non-grill also 

Chalky Paper 

Pro Patria 1936 10c, 20c, 30c 1936 (ex. Min. 

Sheet) 

Chalky Normal stamps = 

non-grill. 

Postage Dues 1924 5c, 10c. 20c., 25c 1934 Chalky  

Franchise 1927 10c 1934 Chalky  
 

 There are, however, other indicators for certain of the grilled paper stamps, notably the fact that 

the PTT switched from unsurfaced to chalky paper at the same time as introducing the grilling for a num-

ber of stamps. Stamps printed on chalky paper tend to be lighter and brighter than their counterparts on 

unsurfaced paper, noticeable particularly on the four Shield stamps and the 2f. airmail stamp. The second 

indicator is the date of usage, so postmark dates are often very helpful. 

 I have included the little-known Pro Juventute 1940 “1818” misprint, which is, however extremely 

rare – only a handful of copies are known. The normal “1819” version exists with horizontally striped gum 

(normal) and smooth gum (scarce), but NOT with grilled gum. There are other grilled stamps but, where 

that is the only version existing, I have not mentioned them. By extension, a number of overprinted Offi-

cials and International Offices stamps also exist on both ordinary and grilled papers. 

 The duality of papers also continues into the 1936 Landscape Definitives, where there is normally 

no problem in distinguishing the papers, and into the 1938 Postage Dues which will be dealt with in anoth-

er “Good to Know !”. 
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